Texas Lutheran University

Goldstar Dance Team

Constitution

Article I- Objectives


The Texas Lutheran University Goldstars are dedicated to encouraging and promoting school spirit, boosting school pride and providing enjoyable entertainment at Texas Lutheran sporting and community events in an appropriate manner.

Article II- Membership

I Eligibility: 

A. All applicants must be enrolled as a full time student at Texas Lutheran University.

B. All team members must maintain a 2.0 GPA

C. All candidates will be selected without the discrimination on the basis of race, creed, color, or national origin.

D. To become a Goldstar, one must audition on dates specified by the Director.

II Tryouts:

A. All applicants must tryout in front of a panel of judges.

B. All applicants will learn and perform a routine to be judged at tryouts.

C. All applicants must bring a routine consisting of their own choreography (specific requirements will be provided).

D. The number of Goldstars will be determined by a natural break in the candidates’ scores and the Director’s final decision.

E. All decisions will be based on score and performance. 

Article III- Officers

 Officer Descriptions:


Captain:



The captain must be at least a second year student at Texas Lutheran University and must maintain a GPA of at least 2.0. She will serve as the assistant to the Director and direct communicator to the team. The Captain will keep members informed of practice schedules, performance dates and locations and any changes in the schedule. She will also help with team recruitment. The Captain will be responsible for making sure practice set up is taken care of prior to team member arrival, she will be in charge of the general running of practice. In addition, the Captain will be responsible for choreography and making sure all choreography is taken care of prior to practice. The Captain will inform the director of any attendance discrepancies. She will be in charge of keeping track of fundraiser money and records, along with aiding in budget preparation.  In addition, she will be responsible for picking and designing uniforms for each performance. She must remember at all times that she represents not only the team, but also Texas Lutheran University as a whole.


Co-Captain(s):



The Co-Captain(s) must be at least a second year student at Texas Lutheran University and must maintain a GPA of at least a 2.0. She is responsible for assisting the Captain as needed. She will aid in the choreography of routines and helping to run practice. The Co-Captain will be responsible for taking attendance and tracking tardies of all team members. She will also be responsible for collecting and organizing information for the Dance Team directory and write ups for programs. In addition, she will be responsible for making sure the closets are kept organized and cleaned and that all items in them are accounted for. Furthermore, she will be responsible for having music ready for all performances, spirit signs and demerit counts. She must remember that at all times she represents not only the team, but also Texas Lutheran University as a whole.

Article IV- Attendance

Section I: Practice:

1.) A squad member who is not able to attend practice must notify the Captain three days in advance, IN WRITING.  

2.) Emergency medical or family situations are excused, but the Captain must still be notified.

3.) The Captain must be notified of any illness or injury.

4.) A tardy of five minutes will result in high kicks (an eight count of kicks will be required for each minute late to practice) and one demerit.

* A tardy to practice due to work circumstances will result in two (2) demerits. The time missed must be made up during the specified time set by the officers and the individual concerned with the tardiness must provide the officers and director with work information, including the number and address of the place of employment. 

*Absences will be excused for school requirements, but the Captain must be notified in advance.

5.) If an excessive number of absences from practices occurs, make up practice sessions will be set up and required by the Captain.

Section II Other Events: (i.e. games, pep rallys or any other event required by the director)

1.) A squad member who is not able to attend a specified event must notify the Captain three days in advance, IN WRITING.  

2.) Emergency medical or family situations are excused, but the Captain must still be notified. 

3.) The Captain must be notified of any illness or injury.

4.) A tardy of five minutes will result in high kicks (an eight count of kicks will be required for each minute late to practice) and one demerit.

*Failure to notify the captain of any absence or tardy for practice or event will result in three demerits and a set of high kicks (the number will be determined by the Captain)

Article V Demerits

Section I: Probation

A squad member who has earned ten (10) demerits will be placed on a three-week probation. If or when a squad member has earned probation, she must still attend all practices and required events. Members on probation must still attend practices and participate fully dressed out. Events must be attended, but the member may not dress in uniform and will still be required to sit with the team. 

Section II: Removal from the squad

An accumulation of fifteen (15) demerits will result in removal from the squad.

Section III: Earning a Demerit

A. Issuing a demerit.

The issuing of demerit(s) can be done by the following:

1) The Captain.

2) The Co-Captain (will record and keep demerit records updated with the Director)

Violations




Number of Demerits
· Chewing Gum






1

· Jewelry worn during practice

            or games, body jewelry included(belly button 


       rings must be REMOVED for all games

· Visible tattoos 






1

· Inappropriate language in uniform



1

· Tardies







1

· Lack of participation during practice



1

· Wrong practice attire (1 demerit for each item)


1

· Not being cooperative with the Director,

            Captain, or Co-Captain

· Tardy due to work (with prior approval) 



2

· Negative overall attitude while in uniform

                   Or at practice






2

· Wrong uniform or uniform parts at game



3

· Lack of participation during game



3

· Failure to notify the Captain of a tardy or absence 

3

· Unexcused absence or tardy




5

· Using explicit language towards the Director, Captain or 

Co-Captains







10

· Arriving to a practice, game or any other event

                   under the influence of alcohol or narcotics

          
 15

· Use of alcohol or narcotics during practice, game, 

team sponsored event or while in uniform


15

** Other violations that are not on the above list will be given the appropriate number of demerits determined by the Director. The Director will have the final say in all decisions made regarding any violations.  Problems or concerns with the issuing of demerits should be directed towards the Director.

** Remember, all tardies result in a demerit and with high kicks (an eight count will be required for every minute a member is tardy and must be done in front of an officer). A tardy of 15 minutes will be counted as an absence and the individual tardy will receive 3 demerits. *You MUST let your officers know when you know ahead of time that you will be late!  

Section IV The removal of Demerits: 

Demerits may be removed with the approval of the Director, by performing duties specified by the director (i.e. cleaning mirrors or walls, making sprit signs)

Article VI Uniforms and Equipment


All uniforms and equipment will remain the property of Texas Lutheran University. All uniforms will be purchased with the approval of the Director and must be within Texas Lutheran University’s school colors (exceptions may apply for special performances). Each team member will be required to sign a uniform contract, which will inform her of the required maintenance of the uniform. Team members will be held responsible for damages done to uniforms. In addition, all uniforms will be collected at the end of each academic year. 

Practice: All Goldstars will be required to wear dance pants or capris, dance shoes, leotard or dance top, sports bra and hair must be pulled out of face at all times.  Members may NOT wear team issued dance pants, used for performances. Wearing performance pants will result in a demerit. 

The following shall not be worn at practice at any time: t-shirts/sweat shirts, pajama pants, shorts, wind pants, jewelry (exception: watch and small studs), sorority pins. 

Costs: Each girl will be required to pay a non-refundable uniform rental fee of $50. Each member MUST also purchase her own dance shoes that are requested, black socks and any other expenditures that are to be purchased independently.

Game Attire: Each member will be notified of what is to be worn to each performance. Approval of ALL costumes/uniforms must be made by the Captain and the Director prior to each performance. 

Article VII- Team Projects


Fundraising will be one of the means of accumulating funds for the team. It is mandatory that each member participates equally in each activity. 

Section I- Fundraising

1.) All members of the Goldstar Dance Team will be responsible for working on all fundraiser projects 

A.) Calendar 

a.) Each member must sell at least two adds
b.) Each member must sell at least five calendars
B.) Poinsettia Sales

a.) Each member must sell $20 worth.

2.) The Goldstar Dance Team will hold at least two fundraisers per year. In the event that more funds are needed or if the opportunity for raising money is available, then more fundraisers will be conducted.

I ______________________________ agree to abide by the Constitution of the Texas Lutheran University Goldstars Dance Team.

________________________                              _____________________

Signature 






Date

